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2018’s growth highlights:

Invested $221,725 into charitable 
organizations and post-secondary 
students 
Asset base of $8,054,642 
11 new funds established 
4.40% five year average compound 
return for the endowment portfolio  
Invested $4,849,547 into regional 
projects and programs since 1996 
Invested in 252 Post Secondary 
Students since 2005

We are inspired by the actions of our 
donors, friends, community agencies 
and partners. Together, we are building 
community – for good – forever. 

“A vision is like a dream – it will disappear 
unless we do something with it.”  Simon Sinek

Warmest wishes, 

Tracey Vavrek
Chief Executive Officer

Devon Wardley
Chair of the Board

Dear Friends,

The Community Foundation of 
Northwestern Alberta acknowledge that 
we are situated on Treaty 8 territory, 
traditional lands of the First Nations and 
Metis people. We are grateful to work, live 
and learn on the traditional territory of 
Treaty 8.

We are pleased to share our 2018 annual 
report of a year in review with you.  Since 
1996 the Community Foundation has 
been working hard to build a stronger 
future for our region. 

We first started talking about the sense 
of belonging with the 2015 Vital Signs 
project.  Sense of belonging is not 
just a feeling, it’s a powerful catalyst 
for healthier communities. Belonging 
intersects with all aspects of community 
life and connects to some of today’s most 
pressing issues.  We see how belonging 
influences the success of a community 
and is a key focus in everything we do. 

Many people tell us we are a hidden 
community secret.  The Foundation Board 
adapted a new strategic plan in 2018 
to reflect the importance of continued 
growth in endowments, highlighting 
impact and success by sharing stories on 
the passion of our fund holders, and the 
impact of our community impact grants.  
We are dedicated to putting all efforts into 

reaching our goal of raising $10 million 
in endowments, gifts and pledges.  To do 
this, the decision was made to discontinue 
the annual Nourish the North event and 
focus on our goals while also giving more 
opportunity for other community events 
to succeed.

The Foundation is committed to strong 
governance and principles.  The following 
values were adopted in 2018 to guide our 
leadership at all levels:

Dedicated leadership demonstrated 
through ongoing community 
improvement. 
Trustworthiness, integrity and 
accountability to our stakeholders 
drive all of our decisions. 
Forward focused, our team approach 
is to maintain continuous growth and 
improvement.

There are numerous opportunities in 
providing leadership in our communities 
through change and complexity. 
Organizational development is important 
for every charity and impacts the social 
sector of the community.  We continue 
to support local organizations with 
governance mentorship, guidance and 
tools and to partner in Open Door Café.  
Nine professional development luncheons 
were held in 2018 and provided 
organizations with tools and resources to 
strengthen their group.

Leading change & making a difference in our region
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Because Community Matters

Northwestern Alberta’s Vital 
Signs 2019

Northwestern Alberta Vital Signs is a 
community check-up that measures our 
region’s health and vitality, identifies 
significant trends, and provides in-depth, 
up-to-date information about the people 
in our communities and the environments 
in which we live, work and go to school. 
Vital Signs helps the entire community 
stay informed so together we can best 
address the needs of today and prepare 
for the needs of tomorrow. 

The Community Foundation uses the Vital 
Signs report as a core business platform 
to ensure our grant making process is 
addressing the needs in our region and 
help to shift the needle.  As well, our 
entire region utilizes the information in all 
areas as a resource to analyze needs and 
celebrate success.

A greater sense of belonging has the 
extraordinary capacity to transform our 
lives and our communities. It translates 
into safer, more resilient and inclusive 
communities; it’s integral to our mental 
health and overall well-being; it creates a 
flourishing culture; it enhances our ability 
to cultivate relationships; and it inspires 
greater community participation.

Northwestern Alberta’s Vital Signs 2019 
will provide an overview of quality of life 
in the City of Grande Prairie, the County 
of Grande Prairie, the MD of Greenview 
and local communities. This report serves 
as a tool to guide citizens to understand 
our greatest successes and most pressing 
issues in order to effectively mobilize 
change and action. In-depth data 

collection and a citizen perception survey 
help us dive deep into our communities 
and priorities.  

Launch of the 2019 report will be October 
8th.  Watch our newsletter – “Your 
Community Matters” and our social media 
for further details.

Invest Northwest 
December 5, 2018

This day is all about community.  This 
is the day we are able to impact our 
community through our grants!

Through the relationships with our 
friends, donors and supporters, the 
Community Foundation continues to 
invest in our organizations, support future 
leaders and strengthen the region we live 
in.  Our supporters give their time and 
dollars to make this region a better place 
to live, work, play and raise a family.

Charities in the region continue to 
experience economic uncertainty, we 
see higher demand for services and less 
funding, more families requesting basic 
personal items, healthy food, increase in 
demand for mental health support for all 
ages, and our community citizens desire 
to feel a stronger sense of belonging at 
their place of work, neighbourhood and 
community. 

It is not always easy managing during 
these times, and many have told us how 
the dedication and leadership of your 
Community Foundation is critical for their 
organizations’ success. 

Our structure is simple and unique. Funds 
are invested to generate income for 

granting, forever in support of projects 
that create meaningful and lasting impact 
in our communities.  

We cannot do this alone. Together we 
are also helping to move the needle of 
change, impacting the lives of many.  

We share your passion for community!

Random Act of Kindness Day 
November 2, 2018

“Be a little kinder than you have to.”

—E. Bennett

RAK Day is an opportunity to do 
something kind for someone else, 
to appreciate fellow citizens, and to 
strengthen community throughout our 
region. In our hectic daily lives we don’t 
always take the time to slow down, be 
grateful and give back. RAK Day is an 
amazing opportunity to connect with 
each other. 

At the Community Foundation, we believe 
kindness builds a strong connected and 
vibrant community. While we are blessed 
to live in such an amazing community 
where so much kindheartedness happens, 
we hope that people will slow down just 
a little on this special day and recognize 
when someone does something nice for 
them. And, then hopefully they will pay 
that thoughtfulness back. By doing so, our 
communities become better places to live, 
work, and play, with citizens who feel a 
stronger sense of community connection 
and belonging.

Make kindness a priority – everyday!



5Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2018

Your community makes you and You make your community

Campbell Family Foundation
With more than 70 years of history in Grande Prairie, the Campbell family continues to have 
an impact on our community.

Bob Campbell and Pat Roach and their children, Rick and Judi, began to build their legacy 
when they arrived in Grande Prairie in 1948, establishing successful businesses that helped 
in developing the City of Grande Prairie over the years. However, the Campbell family’s 
dedication to giving back, service above self and creating a vibrant community, is what 
defines their legacy. 

By establishing the Campbell Family Foundation, a donor advised Endowment Fund held 
at the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta, the Campbell family will remain 
involved in building smart and caring communities for many years to come.

Mac and Chris Henderson Family Fund
Giving of their time and energy to the community is something that came like second 
nature to both Mac and Chris Henderson. Involved in countless community organizations 
over the years since they arrived in 1975, the couple established their first fund with the 
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta in 2011 to support the Wapiti Dorm and 
the Pregnant and Parenting Teen Society.

In the wake of Mac’s passing at the age of 87 in 2017, the family moved to continue his 
strong legacy by establishing the Mac and Chris Henderson Family Fund.  A way to sustain 
their commitment to Grande Prairie’s future as a vibrant city, the Mac and Chris Henderson 
Family Fund is a donor-advised fund in support of community needs.

Casey & Finnegan’s Fantastic Furry Friends Fund 
Giving back to the community in which they met and continue to build their lives is key for 
Harold DeCoste and Natasha Collins.

Both have overcome tragedies over the last five years, including the loss of Harold’s 
father, which has not only strengthened their commitment to each other, but also to their 
community.

With the Casey & Finnegan’s Fantastic Furry Friends Fund established with the Community 
Foundation of Northwestern Alberta, Harold and Natasha hope to give back to the 
community that has supported them and continue the legacy left by Harold’s father, and 
the values instilled by both their parents, of supporting all the animals and people of their 
community that are in need and bring so much joy to all of us, and the organizations that 
support them.

Fairview Fine Arts Society
The arts scene in Fairview will be heating up this year thanks in part to a grant from the 
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta to the Fairview Fine Arts Centre to 
purchase a new electronic pottery kiln and upgrade the pottery room.

Committed to working to expand the opportunities for art, culture and collaborative 
projects in the community, the Fairview Fine Arts Centre’s pottery room upgrade is just 
part of a larger project to update the facility so it can continue to serve as an active hub for 
creativity and community engagement for the North Peace region. “The Fairview Fine Arts 
Centre is dedicated to enriching and connecting our community through collaboration, 
expanded programming and community events,” says board member Kim Ruether. “We are 
a charitable organization so we are constantly fundraising to stay alive. Without the help of 
the Community Foundation, I feel our hopes and dreams for the future would grind 
to a halt.”
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Alana Walker
Alana Walker has known since Grade 9 that academia would be her calling and her first year 
of a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at Grande Prairie Regional College has made that much 
more tangible. The recipient of the Sheehan Flint Family Fund grant through the Community 
Foundation of Northwestern Alberta, Walker says the funding helped fuel her passion this 
year. “I love coming and learning every day,” she says. “Through the help of this funding, I will 
be able to continue on this track of academic perusal and success.”

Rebecca Morin
As the recipient of the Q99 Student Award Fund, Rebecca Morin says she and her family feel 
incredibly grateful to be part of the Grande Prairie community and appreciate the work of 
the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta and its donors.

“It is comforting to know that we have these funds so we will not be straining our budget. Thank 
you for recognizing my need for this support and thank you to our community for being an 
integral part of my future,” says Morin who is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work at GPRC.

For more impact stores, visit our website:  www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com/category/news

Tyler Paetkau
Serving as the primary caregiver for his grandparents while also pursuing a degree in 
psychology at GPRC, Tyler Paetkau is grateful for the support of the Community Foundation 
of Northwestern Alberta and its donors. As the recipient of the Grande Prairie & District 
Chamber of Commerce Legacy Fund grant, Paetkau says the funding has made all the 
difference. “These funds will go a long way in covering expenses and allows me to focus on 
my studies without a large financial burden hanging over me.” 

Frontier College
Building literacy support for urban Indigenous school-aged children in Grande Prairie is 
the focus of a Frontier College partnership with Avondale Public School and Mother Teresa 
Catholic School in Grande Prairie.

With the help of a community impact grant through the Community Foundation of 
Northwestern Alberta in 2018, that program has grown by 30% this year, with participants 
seeing an increase in confidence, self-esteem and engagement in school.

“I like the reading program. It helps me with reading and being able to learn facts about 
things I want to know,” says one Grade 5 Frontier College learner. Emphasizing the wonder of 
books, the program continues to reach and support Indigenous students who are at risk of 
falling behind.

Golden Age Centre
Seniors are the base of every community. At the Grande Prairie and District Golden Age 
Centre you will find citizens participating in activities that are inclusive and strengthen the 
bond between friends. The Centre’s quilting group members create, sew and then donate 
quilts to charities for the needy. Card games, exercise classes, painting, dancing lessons, floor 
curling, and carpet bowling are among the other activities offered. 

Together with the Community Foundation, the Centre established the Golden Age Centre 
Fund in 2008 for ongoing support of programing.  Annual grants to the Golden Age Centre 
support numerous activities including senior’s safety through increased accessibility 
options, exercise programming and so much more. Our seniors mirror our past and are the 
gateway to the future of our communities.  The Golden Age Centre is open for all citizens 
55+ to come together for friendship, activities and a greater sense of belonging.

Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2018
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2018 Charitable 
Organizations and Causes 
making a difference in the 
communities we call home 

Arts & Culture

Centre for Creative Arts Society of 
Grande Prairie - Healing Arts Program 
Initiative: $8,080
The Healing Arts Program Initiative is designed 
to enrich the lives of local community members 
that face a variety of barriers. Through art 
instruction, discussion, studio time and exhibition 
opportunity, H.A.P.I. allows individuals a chance 
to express themselves, build self esteem, find 
hidden talents and experience a sense of positive 
accomplishment.

Elder’s Caring Shelter Society of Grande 
Prairie - Youth and Elder Retreat: $3,145
The Youth and Elder retreat connects Indigenous elders 
with youth locally, facilitating a connection between the 
generations and sharing the heart of their community 
with each other through arts and culture.

2018 Impact grants 

$212,725
Every year, in partnership with our donors and 
fundholders, we grant to numerous innovative 
charitable projects, large and small. Since 
inception in 1996, over $4.849 million has been 
invested into all sectors of the region. Please note 
that many projects fit into more than one category 
which is not reflected in this chart.

east of Sexsmith to its present location on 99th 
Avenue, across from the Museum.

The Cool Aid Society of Grande Prairie - 
Arts Programming: $6,460 
Drop-in centres offering friendship, guidance 
and support to youth in grades 1 to 12 in Grande 
Prairie and area. Connecting local youth with a 
variety of programming, including arts, builds 
stronger communities.

Children & Youth

Big Brothers Big Sisters Association 
of Grande Prairie & Area - In-School 
Mentoring Program: $2,500
The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grande Prairie 
& Area In-School Mentoring program is a 
school-based mentoring program that engages 
adults or high school students as Mentors and 
matches them with elementary school children. 
The program builds positive, responsible, and 
dependable relationships to promote social, 
academic and emotional development for local 
children and their Mentors.

Camp Tamarack Association - Summer 
Youth Camps: $1,620
Camp Tamarack works to make their summer 
camps inclusive and accessible by offering a subsidy 
to deserving children and youth who would not 
otherwise have the chance to attend camp.

City of Grande Prairie - Experience Fun 
Experience Fitness: $4,500
Experience Fun Experience Fitness provides 
deserving, local youth from throughout our 
region the opportunity to participate in sports & 
recreation activities that are new and engaging.

Grande Prairie and District Grief Support 
Association - Circle of Life School Groups 
Program: $5,450
Their mission is to provide children, adults and 
families with education and support through 
their grief journey. This is done through follow-up 
support groups, Circle of Life school groups, 
one-on-one counselling, and a summer program 
Camp He-A-He a.k.a Camp Heal-A-Heart - a 
summer bereavement camp for youth

Grande Prairie Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society - Shelter Supplies: $700
Operating as Sunrise House, they provide 
emergency shelter to youth ages 12-17 who have 
become or are at risk of becoming homeless. 
Providing a safe and supportive environment, 
encouraging healthy decision making and helping 
to strengthen coping skills.

Town of Beaverlodge - FCSS - Youth 
Program and Self Esteem Building: 
$4,125
The Town of Beaverlodge provides an after school 
program that gives local youth access to activities 
that build a sense of community.

Fairview Aircraft Restoration 
Society - Restoration Projects: $1,500
The society’s main objective is the restoration and 
preservation of the Canso, a Canadian built aircraft 
veteran of World War II.  Later, it was converted 
to a water bomber that spent several decades 
protecting Canadian forests from wild fires. Their 
mission is to preserve and share this page of 
history with Canadians.

Fairview Fine Arts Society - Revitalization 
Project: $4,337
It is the Fairview Fine Arts Centre society’s focus 
to provide learning opportunities, information 
sharing, exhibit and workspace to everyone 
interested in the arts. They are committed 
to expand opportunities for art, culture and 
collaborative projects in their communities.

Grande Prairie Live Theatre Society - Live 
Theatre Programming and support for 
youth to attend GPLT led summer camps: 
$3,260
The Grande Prairie Live Theatre strives to provide 
our citizens with the opportunity to enjoy and 
participate in arts & culture.

HIV North Society - Art Programming for 
Youth: $2,000
The LGBTQ Youth Mentor program is vital to our 
community. Additional barriers exist for LGBTQ 
youth which can include feelings of isolation 
leading to unhealthy behaviours, thoughts, and 
relationships. Building leadership skills improves 
resiliency amongst LGBTQ youth, and in turn, a 
more inclusive, vibrant community. By engaging 
in arts activities, youth are encouraged to use 
creative expression as an outlet.

High Prairie and District Museum and 
Historical Society - Time Traveller Project: 
$4,300
This project is intended to create inclusiveness and 
dynamic community interaction.  By involving a 
mix of cultures they will provide the framework 
for greater understanding and appreciation of our 
cultural and traditional uniqueness. 

MD of Spirit River - Camp WaNaGo – 
Craft Supplies: $500
Camp WaNaGo is the Summer Day Camp 
Program offered by the Central Peace FCSS. 
Providing families with an affordable option for 
summer child care while providing youth with 
opportunities to learn new things and have fun 
with other children.

Sexsmith and District Museum Society 
- Install protective blinds in Paszkowski 
house: $1,200
The blinds purchased are to protect artifacts in the 
Pazkowski house from UV rays.  The Paszkowski 
House is an excellent example of a 1930’s home. 
A pre-World War II farm House, donated by the 
Paszkowski family and moved from their farm just 

Investing in your community is important

19% Education
1% Environment

8% Health
4% Seniors

22% Social Services
5% Sport & Recreation
16% Student Awards
16% Arts & Culture

9% Children & Youth
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bounce forward from difficult times. There are 
specific suggestions for families around the 
seven protective factors of personal wellness, 
togetherness, communication, parenting style, 
partner relationships, extended family and 
community - connections. This type of initiative is 
at the very grass roots level of crime prevention 
of putting strategies in place to cope with life’s 
struggles in a healthy, meaningful way.

Doctors Without Borders Canada - 
Programming and Client Support: 
$3,000
Doctors Without Borders provides assistance 
to populations in distress, to victims of natural 
or man-made disasters and to victims of armed 
conflict. They do so irrespective of gender, race, 
religion, creed or political convictions. 

Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada - 
Programming and Client Support: $500
The MS Society provides services to people with 
multiple sclerosis and their families and funds 
research to find the cause and cure for this disease. 
They have a membership of 17,000 and are the 
only national voluntary organization in Canada 
that supports both MS research and services.

Peace River School Division No. 10 - EE 
Oliver Breakfast Program: $2,500
The Breakfast Program is for everyone and it is 
important that all students feel welcome in all 
programs at the school; that they fuel their bodies 
so that their brains are ready to work; and that 
they have positive social experiences that extend 
beyond the classroom and playground.

Suicide Prevention Resource Centre - 
Breakfast Club: $4,720
The Breakfast Club is a co-ed program for youth, 9 to 
17 years old, that helps participants deal with mental 
health issues, gives them tools and strategies to cope 
and the opportunity to interact with peers.

The War Amputations of Canada - 
Programming and Client Support: $1,500
Providing assistance to amputees and their 
families to ensure they know their rights and are 
aware of the financial and health-care benefits 
available to them. They also help in areas such as 
government benefits, human rights, insurance and 
legal issues, and war amputees’ benefits.

Wounded Warriors Canada - 
Programming and Client Support: $2,000
Wounded Warriors Canada is able to deliver 
a national slate of mental health programs 
and services that are adaptive, innovative and 
evidence-informed. Their investments are providing 
life changing and family saving results for our 
Veterans, First Responders and their families.

Seniors

Grande Prairie & Area Council on Aging - 
Senior Outreach Support: $2,825
Seniors Outreach is a “One Stop Shop” support for 
seniors. Offering assistance with a wide range of 
issues from pensions to home care, snow removal 

Board Leadership Northwest 2018 was a full-day 
learning event featuring engaging sessions 
about fundamentals and industry trends for 
not-for-profit organizations, as well as valuable 
networking opportunities.

Slave Lake Regional Library Board- 
Improving the collection of the 
Municipal Library: $765
Public libraries are the hub of a community. The Slave 
Lake Regional Library offers programs supporting 
the community, education and youth literacy.

Environment

The Grande Prairie School District No. 
2387 - Hillside Community School 
Garden Tower: $1,195
The tower garden will impact the school and 
community by educating students on the 
importance of healthy eating, and allowing 
them to produce food to supplement their snack 
program. The tower provides another option for 
those students who struggle in class, allowing 
for more inclusivity in the school. These students 
learn important life skills, while surrounded by 
a calming environment.  Hillside School serves 
225 students from Kindergarten to Grade 6, and 
encourages all of them play some role in caring for 
and harvesting the potential crop.

The Grande Prairie School District No. 
2387 - Grande Prairie Composite High 
School Greenhouse Club: $1,195
The Composite High School has a functioning 
Greenhouse club and were able to experiment with a 
Hydroponic Tower last year after receiving a generous 
donation.  They are going to expand and purchase a 
second tower along with getting new rockwood (the 
growing medium) and a variety of seed pods.  Their 
goal is to plant herbs and vegetables to harvest for use 
in the cafeteria and foods classes. 

Health

Alberta Lung Association - Programming 
and Client Support: $500
The Lung Association, Alberta & NWT is a 
non-profit and volunteer-based charity that raises 
money to fight lung disease, fund lung health 
research and support patients in need. 

Canadian Cancer Society - Colorectal 
Cancer Research: $2,000
The Canadian Cancer Society believes that 
working with government and legislators to 
bring about healthy public policies is a vital part 
of the fight against cancer.  Taking action by 
taking a stand on important cancer issues, raising 
Canadians’ awareness and understanding about 
these issues, and influencing government to pass 
public policies that will help prevent cancer and 
help people living with cancer.

City of Grande Prairie - A Path Forward:  
Simple Connections, Stronger Families 
Program: $2,000
The Simple Connections, Stronger Families 
initiative focuses on strengthening family 
resiliency to cope with life’s challenges and to 

Education

Canadian Friends of Cooperative for 
Education - Student Support: $6,000
Canadian Friends of Cooperative for Education helps 
Guatemalan students break the cycle of poverty 
by sponsoring their placement in Cooperative for 
Education’s Rise Youth Development Program.  
This program provides the funds students need to 
stay in school, while wrapping innovative youth 
development activities and support services around 
a traditional tuition sponsorship. 

Frontier College - Literacy Support: $5,000
Low literacy skills are directly linked to poverty, poor 
health, and high unemployment. Frontier College’s 
network of volunteers provides excellent and effective 
programming to improve literacy in communities.  

Grade Three Reading Academy Society 
- Grade 3 Reading University: $340
Reading University is a three-week summer 
program intended to increase the literacy skills of 
children who are struggling at their reading level.

Grande Prairie & Area Safe Communities 
Committee - Youth Programming and 
Client Services: $1,650
Safe Communities aims to promote public safety 
and reduce the incidence of injury in Grande 
Prairie and area. 

Grande Prairie Public Library - Public 
Library Programming: $450
The Grande Prairie Public Library is truly a 
community hub. Public programming connects 
children and youth to educational resources and 
improves literacy.

Grande Prairie Regional College 
Alumni/Foundation - Student Services 
Department Emergency Bursary: $700
Emergency student funding is available to assist 
students in times of crisis, for books and/or tuition fees.

The Grande Prairie School District No. 
2387 - Parkside Montessori Camera 
Project: $4,144
The children of Parkside Montessori are excited to 
begin using the new digital cameras purchased 
with this funding.

The Grande Prairie School District No. 
2387- Psycho-educational Assessments: 
$11,425
A psycho-educational assessment identifies 
an individual’s strengths and needs in reading, 
written language, math, attention, activity level, 
impulse control, self-regulation and executive 
functioning, cognitive abilities including language 
skills, nonverbal learning, working memory, and 
processing speed.  Any behavioural, social, or 
emotional factors that may be interfering with 
learning or achievement.

Grande Prairie Volunteer Services 
Bureau Association - Board Leadership 
Northwest 2018: $750

Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2018
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and Meals on Wheels, Seniors Outreach keeps our 
region’s elderly happy and healthy.

Grande Prairie & District Golden 
Age Centre - Golden Age Centre 
Programming and Exercise Equipment: 
$3,630
Incorporated in 1975, the Golden Age Centre is 
Grande Prairie’s seniors’ recreational centre. Offering 
a wide variety of activities aimed at folks over 
55 years of age. Offerings include dances, crafts, 
cribbage and indoor curling. It is a hub for local 
seniors to gather, connect and build friendships.

MD of Spirit River - Community Kitchen: 
$1,455
The Community Kitchen in Spirit River is a community 
driven project involving team work to help support 
those in need. Community members ages 65-95 work 
together to create healthy meals to distribute to those 
in need in the Spirit River Area. The Program also 
connects our younger generation with seniors to learn 
home cooked traditional meals, creating a community 
hub that connects generations.

Stephen Lewis Foundation - 
Grandmothers Fund: $1,500
Monies are raised for African grandmothers through 
the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign. 
Resources from the Campaign are invested directly at 
community level, with grassroots organizations that 
provide grandmothers and the children in their care 
with supports that include food, educational supplies, 
uniforms, school fees, medical care, HIV counselling and 
testing, adequate housing and bedding, counselling, 
support groups, home visits, and much more.

Social Services

Beaverlodge Christmas Hamper & Food 
Bank - Food Bank: $915
The community of Beaverlodge has seen an 
increase in food bank usage. Supporting families 
in times of need and especially around the 
holidays helps to create healthy communities.

Canadian Mental Health Association 
Alberta Northwest Region 1995 - 
Programming and Client Services: 
$4,380
As the nation-wide leader and champion for mental 
health, CMHA facilitates access to the resources 
people require to maintain and improve mental 
health and community integration, build resilience, 
and support recovery from mental illness.

Catholic Family Services Society 
of Grande Prairie - Professional 
Counselling, Funded by Community 
Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s 
Community Impact Fund: $5,000
The program provides affordable professional 
counselling services to individuals who are in 
need of supports and unable to afford them. The 
program empowers individuals and families to 
have the capacity to deal with times of crisis.

Grande Prairie Friendship Centre - Food 
Bank, Soup Kitchen and Spirit Seekers 
Youth Conference: $2,768

The Grande Prairie Friendship Centre provides hot 
meals to individuals that are considered at risk or 
in need.  This grant brings much needed resources 
and support in the face of food insecurity

2019 marks the 20th anniversary of the Spirit 
Seekers Youth conference with a theme of 
“Continuation of Resilience.”  Over 250 youth 
participate to learn, receive guidance and 
celebrate indigenous culture.  They leave feeling 
inspired and have a greater sense of belonging.

Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative Care 
Society - Programming and Client 
Services: $4,450
The Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative Care Society 
provides end-of-life care for patients with terminal 
illnesses and provides support and care for their 
families. The society works to relieve suffering and 
improve the quality of living and dying. Care is 
offered for patients and their loved ones to help 
meet each individual’s medical, psychological, 
social, spiritual, and practical needs.

John Howard Society of Grande Prairie - 
The EUREKA Program: $6,380
The program is a two-day alternative to 
violence workshop aimed at grade 7 students. 
The workshop focuses on character building, 
community building, and conflict resolution.

St Paul’s United Church: Outreach 
services and programs available for all 
citizens: $6,000
St. Paul’s Congregation is involved in outreach 
within our community and beyond. They support 
the work of the Community Dorm, Odyssey 
House women’s shelter, the food bank, Habitat 
for Humanity, the chronically mentally ill and 
KAIROS (Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives).  
Advocacy is part of outreach, and St. Paul’s has 
submitted petitions and letters to the government 
on such issues as child poverty and cancellation of 
debt for the poorest of the third world countries. 

Society for Support to Pregnant 
and Parenting Teens - Pregnant and 
Parenting Teens Programming: $540
Society for Support to Pregnant and Parenting Teens 
provides support programming for adolescent 
parents and their children offering a wide range of 
services with the goal of empowering pregnant and 
parenting teens to make positive decisions.

The Salvation Army Grande Prairie 
Community Church - Food Bank and 
Soup Kitchen: $3,305
The Salvation Army offers assistance for children 
and families, often tending to the basic necessities 
of life, providing shelter & care.

Town of Sexsmith - FCSS - Food Bank: 
$2,560
Our region has seen a rise in foodbank usage 
over the past year. This grant brings much 
needed resources and support in the face of food 
insecurity to the residents of Sexsmith and Area.

United Way Alberta Northwest Society - 
Innovative Storytelling Project: $1,500

United Way gives people in our community the 
opportunity to reach their potential and improve 
their quality of life. They bring together business, 
government, school boards and others to address 
the root causes of social issues and develop 
long-term strategies to solve them.

Wapiti Community Dorm Society - 
Women’s Mat Program - Rotary House: 
$6,205
Rotary House offers 24/7/365 accommodation 
to a wide range of clients. Primary services 
include single-night emergency beds and mats, 
transitional affordable housing and onsite 
supportive staff. In addition, they operate an intox/
mat program all year round with extended hours 
to accommodate the winter months. Individuals 
who are under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs, are able to stay in this safe environment 
overnight while their condition stabilizes. The mat 
program recently added an additional outreach 
worker to better serve the vulnerable individuals 
that find themselves in the mat program.

YMCA of Northern Alberta - After-School 
Learning Adventures: $6,195
After School Learning Adventure provides a fun, 
comfortable social environment for youth to 
complete their school work, which encourages peer 
tutoring and promotes the importance of literacy 
and skill building through educational activities.

Sport and Recreation

County of Grande Prairie - Bezanson 
Regional Community Cultural Centre: 
$10,000
The Bezanson Regional Community Cultural Centre is 
a facility planned to serve the community of Bezanson 
and surrounding area.  The Centre will be a hub for 
celebrations, sporting events, and the local school.

The Grande Prairie School District No. 
2387 - Composite High School Football 
Program: $500
Encouraging youth athletes, the Grande Prairie 
Composite High School football program provides 
young people the chance to pursue their athletic 
goals and dreams.

KidSport Canada - KidSport Grande 
Prairie: $280
KidSport believes that no kid should be left on the 
sidelines and all should be given the opportunity 
to experience the positive benefits of organized 
sports. KidSport provides support to children in 
order to remove financial barriers that prevent 
them from playing organized sport.

Peace Area Riding for the Disability 
Society - Programming and Client 
Services: $340
At PARDS they use equine therapy to help people 
feel healthy and whole. Offering a wide range 
of programs that seek to impact lives in many 
positive ways.
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Legacy Foundation Fund 
Hope Today Tomorrow: 
The Side/Munro Family Fund 
Jeff Toews Memorial Foundation Fund 
Kirk Nelson Memorial Fund 
KMSC Law LLP Fund 
Mac and Chris Henderson Family Fund 
Morris Financial Group Fund 
northernSPIRIT Fund 
Opdahl Michaud Family Fund 
Peace Country Land Ltd. Fund 
Pearcy Family Fund 
Prairie Villa Legacy Fund 
Q-99 Brian Nash Memorial Fund 
Simpson/Phillips Family Fund 
Woronuk Legacy Fund

Field of Interest Funds

Funds are dedicated to a general 
charitable area of interest as identified 
by the donor

Animal Welfare 
Loretta Thompson Memorial Fund 
Smart & Caring Animal Welfare Fund

Children and Youth 
Beattie Family Fund 
Bryden Sparks Arts Family Fund 
Janet Evans Legacy Fund 
Logan Family Fund 
Mike Evans Fun For Kids Fund 
Smart & Caring Youth Fund 
Thomson Boyce Family Fund 
Young At Art Fund by T. Sedore Photography Fund

Education 
Peace Wapiti Education Foundation Fund 
Sandy and Luana McDonald Family Fund

Environment 
Fund for Environmental Purposes 
Marcotte Family Fund 
Nurcombe Family Environmental Fund 
Smart & Caring Environment Fund 
Stan and Helen Neufeld Environmental Fund

Health 
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse and Bar 
Supporting Youth With Cancer Fund 
Palliative Care Fund

Housing 
Evaskevich Family Fund 
Grande Prairie & Area Association of Realtors Fund

Recreation 
Anonymous Donor Fund  
Underwood  Fund

Social Services 
Accredited Supportive Living Services Ltd (ASLS)
Staff Gives Fund 
Happy Trails R.V. Fund 
Spirit of the Peace Entrepreneurial  Women’s Fund 
Terry and Darrel Dola Fund

Seniors 
Dodd Harms Happy Healthy Seniors Fund 
Smart & Caring Seniors Fund

Chris and Amy Richards Community Fund 
Christine and Wayne Ayling Family Fund 
Clyde and Mary Blackburn Family Fund 
Community Impact Fund 
Darrell and Joan Radbourne Family Fund 
Diane and Fletcher Bootle Family Fund 
Drs. David and Karen Chung Fund 
Fletcher Mudryk LLP Fund 
Fred Rinne Memorial Fund 
Gilbert and Kiela Girard Family Fund 
Grande Prairie River Rats Association Fund 
Haberman Family Fund 
Jody Evans Community Fund 
Ken and Cyndy Halbert Family Fund 
Kevin and Karen Willsey Family Fund 
Kevin and Wendy Szakacs Family Fund 
McLevin Family Fund 
Menzies Family Fund 
Merv and Dawn Marie Crouse Family Fund 
Ness Family Fund 
Northey/Wiebe Family Fund 
Pat and John Reid Family Fund 
Peace Power Corporation Community Fund 
Pete and Lori Merlo Family Fund 
Pirates Fastball Club Legacy Fund 
RBC Peace Country Staff Fund 
Ric’s Grill Grande Prairie Community Fund 
Rotary Club of Grande Prairie Memorial Fund 
Sheehan Flint Family Fund 
Vincent and Tracey Vavrek Family Fund 
Wayne Drysdale Campaign Legacy Fund

Designated Funds

Funds provide support to specific 
charities

Come Fly With Me Legacy Fund 
Community Foundation 20/20 Vision 
for the Community Fund 
Community Foundation Operating 
Endowment Fund 
Firewalk Fund 
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar Grande 
Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation Fund 
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar PARDS Fund 
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar Pregnant 
Teen Program Fund 
Hannah Ouellette Memorial Supporting Suicide 
Prevention Resource Centre Fund 
Henderson Family Fund 
Professional Advisors Endowment Fund

Donor Advised Funds

Funds enable donors to be actively 
involved in recommending grant 
recipients on an annual basis

Ainsworth Legacy Community Fund 
Anodyne Community Enrichment Fund 
Aquatera Environment Fund 
Bill and Marg Bowes Family Fund 
Calvin and Evelyne Dobish Fund 
Campbell Family Foundation 
Casey & Finnegan’s Fantastic Furry Friends Fund 
Ed Boyce Memorial Fund 
Frank and Agnes Lovsin Legacy Fund 
Grande Prairie Auto Group 

Charitable Organization Funds
Funds are established by charitable 
organizations to provide a sustainable 
source of long term funding
Alberta Legal Heritage Fund 
Golden Age Centre Fund 
Grande Prairie and Area Safe Communities Fund 
Grande Prairie Live Theatre Fund 
Grande Prairie Public Library Fund 
kidSport Grande Prairie Fund 
Slave Lake Municipal Library Fund

Community Impact Funds

Funds are pooled to address the 
emerging and pressing needs for the 
community both now and in the future

Ainsworth Community Fund 
Atkin/Curtis Family Fund 
Beal Family Fund 
BMO Bank of Montreal Fund 
BP Canada Energy Company Fund 
Brick Shopik Family Fund 
Canadian Tire Grande Prairie Community Fund 
Cardon Homes Fund 
Chrenek Dion & Associates  Fund 

Why...connecting people with community

Endowment Assets by 
Type of Funds 
 

$7,608,310
The Community Foundation helps donors create 
endowment funds, a lasting legacy of support 
for all sectors of our region. We are thankful for 
the commitment to create a legacy that will build 
community for good, and forever.

1% Operating Endowment
2% Regional

14% Student Awards
2% Charitable Organization Fund

25% Community Impact Fund

4% Designated Fund
40% Donor Advised Fund

13% Field of Interest
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Regional Community Funds

Regional Community funds are a 
partnership with a community and the 
Community Foundation where a group 
of passionate people who either live 
in the area or who have meaningful 
connections, wish to build legacy 
funds in support of a geographical 
area.  These dedicated individuals 
ensure that their fund supports their 
communities’ current priorities along 
with its emerging needs and future 
opportunities

North Peace Community Foundation Fund 
Sexsmith & District Community Foundation Fund 
   Mike Vavrek Memorial Fund 
   Sexsmith Elks Community Fund 
   Sexsmith Insurance Limited Fund 
   Sexsmith Legion #60 Community Fund 
West County Community Fund

Student Award Funds

Funds are used to assist local students 
achieve their post-secondary goals

2000 Alberta Summer Games Legacy Fund 
2016 Rotary Curling Legacy Fund 
Andrea Vavrek Memorial Fund 
Beaverlodge Community Band Fund 
Brent Sears Memorial Fund 
Carmen and Gail Haakstad Family Fund 
Chomik Family Trumpeter Hotel Fund 
Devonne Norman Legacy Fund 
Dr. Claudia T. Strehlke Medical Award Fund 
Dustin Sieker Legacy Fund 
Gib Popkey Legacy Fund 
Grande Prairie and District Chamber 
of Commerce Legacy Fund 
GS Minhas Family Education Fund 
Hayley Gardner Memorial Fund 
Hilde’s Hope Fund 
Horse Lake Education Fund 
Jean Duplessis Family Legacy Fund 
Joseph F. Reder/Hansen Fund 
Lorne Lind Memorial Fund 
Mohinder Singh Memorial Fund 
North Kleskun Community Club Fund 
North Kleskun Student Scholarship 
Paul Pivert Memorial Student Award Fund 
Q-99 Student Awards Fund 
Ronald W. Clarke Fund 

Ryan R. Blais Legacy Fund 
Storm Stay in School Junior A 
Hockey Scholarship Fund 
Swan City Breakfast Lions Club Fund 
Swan City Rotary Club Community Service Above 
Self Fund 
Travis Pierlot Family Education Fund 
Vision for the Future Fund 
Wolves Minor Basketball Fund

Future Gifts

Life insurance is a popular, practical 
way to make a future gift.  Thank you 
to the following who have named the 
Community Foundation the designated 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy

Anonymous Community Donor 
Brent and Cindy Oilund 
Don Meador Fund 
Dwight Logan 
Glenn and Judith Keddie 
Gordon Pearcy 
Grant and Jamie Menzies 
Hideo and Marian Fukushima 
Jason Lainchbury 
Jodi Winnicky and Owen Lewis 
Pete and Lori Merlo 
Ryan Blais 
Terry Tissington 
Vincent and Tracey Vavrek

Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2018
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Al Parsons
Andrew Tarnowski
Anna Hennig
Avery Neufeld
Bea Crouse
Bonnie Dorcas
Carl Oilund
Cassandra Reed
Catherine Sobolewski
Christina Chop
Claude Lagace
Coralee Zaharko
Courtney Park
Day Isley
Doug Marshall
Dustin Sieker
Edna Holte
Eileen Wiens
Elsie Hillis
Emanuel “Bud” Bale
Erna Voss
Ervin Tunke
Frank Dworshak
Gerald Bonnett

Memorial Donations

Andy Beal
Brysten Campbell
Dane Middleton
Doug and Laurie Morris
Frank and Agnes Lovsin
John and Mary Vavrek
Peter Van Everdink
Shelley and Brian Younger
Vince Vavrek

Donations are made to the Community 
Foundation to recognize achievements, 
mark milestones and to keep memories 
alive.

In Honour Donations

Gerry Mazer
Gertrude Galts
Grant Spero
Greg Jollymore
Hans Sieker
Helen Bellwood
Howard Hancharuk
Ian Hassall
Jacob Frey
James Donald
Jane Park
Jeanne Valen
Jennie Slette
Joan Campbell
Joan Gaughan
Joseph Blanchard
Keiran Wald
Ken Smith
Kenneth Forseth
Laverne Hebner
Malcolm Menzies
Martha Manz
Mary Patterson
Mary Wild

Matthew Gray
Myles Letto
Nick Shmyr
Noel Hebert
Olga Heikel
Otto Hessler
Philip Kildal
Rick Frayn
Rob Wiebe
Sheila Shields
Sigmund Halwa
Stanley Zatelny
Steve Remenyk
Susanne Kuechle
Thomas Donaldson
Tina Nowlin
Tina Lortie-Ouellette
William Thon
William Osselton
Wilma Bahm

Creating your legacy

There are many ways to leave a legacy. 
What if you could make a diff erence in 
your community — not only today, not 
just for your lifetime, but forever? The 
Community Foundation helps donors 
create that kind of vibrant, ongoing 
support.

We do this by establishing endowment 
funds, which create a permanent legacy 

felt over generations.  The principle 
is never spent, but rather each year, a 
percentage of the endowment fund is 
granted to the causes and organizations 
that mean the most to you.

We off er a range of giving options to help 
you give confi dently and effi  ciently.  You 
can start your own fund dedicated to a 
cause of your choice or you may choose 

to give where the needs are greatest. You 
can give now, or give later through your 
estate plan. 

There are many ways you can make a 
diff erence to the causes you cherish. 
Imagine how this might look, and share 
your vision with us. As long as there is a 
Canadian registered charity that is doing 
the work you support, we can help.

Leaving a gift in your will is more than a 

transfer of assets.It’s an enduring reflection 

of the values by which you have lived
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Financial Statement for the year-end December 31, 2018

In our opinion, the accompanying 
financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position 
of the Foundation as at December 31, 
2018, and its results of operations and 
its cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with Canadian accounting 
standards for not-for-profit organizations.

Our opinion on the financial statements 
does not cover the other information 
and we do not and will not express any 
form of assurance conclusion thereon.  
In connection with our audit of the 

financial statements, our responsibility is 
to read the other information identified 
above and, in doing so, consider whether 
the other information is materially 
inconsistent with the financial statements 
or our knowledge obtained in the audit, 
or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated.

The Annual Report is expected to be 
made available to us after the date of this 
auditor’s report.  If, based on the work we 
will perform on this other information, 
we conclude that there is a material 

misstatement of this other information, 
we are required to report that fact to 
those charged with governance.

Catalyst LLP - Chartered Professional 
Accountants

For the full statements and audit report, 
please refer to our website:

www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com/
publications

Note 1: 
In 2012 the Board of 
Directors has internally 
restricted funds within 
the operating fund as a 
contingency for funding 
future operational 
expenditures as required. 

During 2018, $61,272 
was transferred from the 
Flow Through Fund to the 
Endowment fund.

Operating costs include 
asset development, 
charitable activities, 
special projects, 
administration and 
governance.

The Community 
Foundation invests in low 
risk fixed income, equities 
and cash to protect 
the capital, promote 
conservative growth and 
ensure long term gifting. 

 Summary of 
Management letter: 
Our understanding 
and testing of internal 
controls did not 
reveal any significant 
deficiencies.

Total Assets
Total Liabilities
Fund balances

Summary of Financial information

Summary of Audit Opinion

8,084,918
30,276 

$8,054,642

7,675,646
30,265

$7,645,381

2018 2017

Endowment FundOperating Fund2018 Flow Through Fund

Opening balance
Revenue

Expenses
Transfer between funds

Gain / (Loss)      
Grants

Closing balance
Balance consists of:

Restricted funds (Note 1) 
Unrestricted funds

355,512
300,275 

(354,391)
4,828

(89)
(1,400)

$304,735

242,803 
61,932

7,090,055
1,234,028 
(142,212)

61,272
(465,836)
(168,997)

$7,608,310

199,814 
59,911 

(595)
(66,100)

(105) 
(51,328)

$141,597

Opening balance
Revenue

Expenses
Transfer between funds

Gain / (Loss)      
Grants

Closing balance
Balance consists of:

Restricted funds (Note 1) 
Unrestricted funds

355,512
427,730

(426,611)
2,625
5,506

(9,250)

$355,512

242,803 
112,709

5,705,282
407,869

(126,315)
905,881
311,963

(114,625)

$7,090,055

1,204,492
61,653

(10,448)
(908,506)

8,270      
(155,647)

$199,814

Endowment FundOperating Fund2017 Flow Through Fund
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Leadership

Champion
Aquatera Utilities Inc.

KMSC Law LLP

Engage
Carter Lock Horrigan

Chrenek  Dion & Associates 
Hi-Tech Business Systems

Friend
Neil Holdings Inc.

PDQ Notary &  Process Services Inc.
Royal LePage - Angie Peters and John Krol

2019 Smart & Caring Leaders
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About your Community Foundation

Governance
One of the most valuable assets of 
any Community Foundation is its 
Board of Directors.  This diverse group 
of community leaders brings vision, 
commitment and energy to making a 
diff erence in our community.

The Board of Directors is the governing 
body of the Community Foundation 
which is accountable for the operation 
of the Foundation, within the 
parameters established by law; its overall 
responsibility is that of governance. This 
includes providing leadership, setting 
direction, establishing policies and 
ensuring sound management.

The overall management and daily 
operations is the responsibility of the 
CEO. The CEO is the fi rst person below 
the Board. The CEO implements the goals 
and plans of the Community Foundation, 
follows set policies, develops procedures 
and management systems, attends to the 
priorities established by the board, and 
supervises staff  and volunteers.

The Board met 6 times throughout 
2018. We continue to focus on the four 
following priorities:

Increasing the Foundation’s
impact in the community

Building an optimal
mixture of legacy funds

Increase the Foundation’s role as a 
community leader and knowledge 
center

Building organizational capacity at all 
levels of the foundation

Increase the Foundation’s visibility and 
awareness

Privacy policy
Your Community Foundation is 
committed to protecting the privacy 
of the information of its employees, 
members, volunteers, donors and 
other stakeholders. We value the trust 
of those we work with, and of the 
public, and recognize that maintaining 
this trust requires we be transparent 
and accountable in how we treat the 
information that donors choose to share 
with us.

During the course of our various projects 
and activities, we frequently gather and 
use personal information. Anyone from 
whom we collect such information should 
expect that it will be carefully protected 
and that any use of or other dealing with 
this information is subject to consent. Our 
privacy practices are designed to achieve 
this.

Accountability
We are responsive and accountable to our 
donors, our grantees and our community. 
We operate with policies and practices 
that refl ect clearly-articulated values, 
vision and mission, that inspire trust, 
and that stress fairness, fl exibility and 
inclusiveness.

Staff
Tracey Vavrek
Chief Executive Offi  cer

Tracy Zuk
Development Coordinator

Rhonda Reichert
Executive Assistant

Devon Potter
Asset Development Coordinator

Design and Print
Mohammad Haidar

Reach us
2nd Floor, Centre 2000
200, 11330 106 Street
Grande Prairie, AB, T8X 7X9

Phone: 780-538-2820
Email: info@buildingtomorrowtoday.com

Registered Charitable: 
#896544343RR0001

“We inspire giving.
We are your Community Foundation”
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2018-2019 Board of Directors

Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta Staff

Devon Wardley
Chair of the Board

Helen Neufeld
Board of Director

Gareth Pugh
Vice Chair of the Board

Jenn Dodd-Harms
Board of Director

Lydia Sadiq
Board of Director

Steven Hinkley
Board of Director

Devon Potter
Asset Development Coordinator 

 *Michael Hames
*Departing member 2018

Amy Richards
Treasurer

Steve Harvard
Board of Director

Rhonda Reichert
Executive Assistant

Sandy McDonald
Board of Director

Tracy Zuk
Development Coordinator

Donna Koch
Board of Director

Natasha Collins
Board of Director

Tracey Vavrek
Chief Executive Officer

Let’s connect Visit our website

www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com


