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GIVING BACK
There are many reasons to give.
Some people want to say thank you. Life has been good to them, and this is a
chance to give back to the community that enriched their life. Others give because
they want to feel part of something bigger. They want to have an impact, or they
give to create something that will last beyond our lifetime. Some want to support a
very specific part of their community, such as arts, social programs, students and
educational needs, seniors, sports and recreation, health or the environment.
Some want to teach their children about the importance of philanthropy. Others
want to memorialize a loved one who has passed away. Most give because it feels
good. Whatever your reason, the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta
offers convenient giving options that will align your charitable intentions with your
values, life experience and interests.
You don’t need to be wealthy to make a difference.
Creating compassionate, caring and livable communities doesn’t necessarily require
enormous funding initiatives; just thoughtful, committed people . . . people like you.

“Thanks to the rise of the Community
Foundation we found a way to give
back in a meaningful way for years to
come. Thank you to the Community
Foundation for helping us say thank
you to the community!”
Clyde and Mary Blackburn
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WHEN WE GIVE ...
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WE ALL

BENEFIT
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OUR STORY

Since 1996, the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta has helped people
like you realize their charitable goals, involve their families in philanthropy, and enrich
the lives of others. Your Community Foundation is community inspired. We listen to
our donors and community, and help connect people like you with local and regional
organizations and causes that you care about.
We support charities by funding projects that create meaningful and lasting impacts
in communities through a range of grants. We address pressing community needs
and connect people in the local community, while helping individuals and families
make their own charitable giving more meaningful and satisfying . . . And we do
this work across all of northwestern Alberta. Through the generous support of our
donors, your Community Foundation funds innovative projects and programs, both
large and small, supporting arts and culture, education, youth issues, environment,
animal welfare, community health and social development, and many other worthy
causes.

Our logo represents tribute to our
founders and everyone who followed
to help our Community
Foundation grow and become strong.
It also reminds us that over time,
one seed can lead to many future
blossoms for the enjoyment of many.

We invest in community by distributing grants from legacy funds established at the
Community Foundation by individuals, their families, corporations, social service
organizations and other agencies.
In addition to making grants, the Foundation brings people and organizations
together to address pressing community issues. We are leaders in identifying
community needs and advocating for meaningful change.
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WHY THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?
The Community Foundation provides a simple, convenient, effective and flexible way to make a positive difference for
generations to come. There are many reasons for choosing the Community Foundation as part of your charitable giving and
wealth management strategy, including:

EXPERIENCE

We have been helping donors achieve their philanthropic goals for more than 20 years. We work with you to align your
philanthropic vision with the most appropriate community needs and direct grant dollars where they will have the most impact.

SIMPLICITY

Setting up a fund at the Community Foundation is easy. We take care of all the administrative details—accepting donations,
managing investments, arranging grant payments—at very low cost. Individuals, families, corporations and agencies can establish
customized charitable funds without the administrative burden, expense, or time associated with setting up a private foundation.

FLEXIBILITY

We offer a variety of ways to give. We can help you create a fund to support your favorite charities and make a difference for
the causes that matter most to you. You can structure your fund as you wish, and be as involved in the granting process as you
want.

PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT

The Community Foundation prudently manages its investments to carefully balance risk and return. Investment management
and administrative costs are kept to a minimum, so your donations support programs rather than overhead.

LASTING IMPACT

We can help you build a permanent legacy through your giving. Because the principal of the fund is never spent, endowed funds
will serve your charitable interest now and for generations to come. An endowed fund lasts forever. It is a permanent testament
to your compassion and a lasting resource for your community.
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BECAUSE
COMMUNITY

MATTERS
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YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION HELPS CREATE HEALTHY,
VIBRANT AND LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE REGION.
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WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
When creating a long-term plan, many of our donors choose to support the
Community Foundation’s community granting programs. This enables you to focus
on a charitable cause rather than a particular charity, and to be responsive to
community needs—both today and long into the future.
THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OFFERS A VARIETY OF OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM:

You can choose to give now, or you can make a future contribution to your fund by
leaving a gift in your will, or naming the Community Foundation as the beneficiary of
your life insurance, RRSP, or RRIF.
A gift from your estate is more than a transfer of assets. it’s an enduring reflection
of the values by which you have lived, and a way to make your legacy come to life.

“The best time to plant a tree was
20 years ago. The second best time
is now.”
– Chinese Proverb

Connect People. Build Community.
For Good, and Forever.
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YOUR PARTNER IN PHILANTHROPY
What are you passionate about? Art, helping children, availability of recreational
activities? What issues come up at your dinner table? Youth, homelessness,
healthcare? Where would you like to see improvements and enhancements? The
Community Foundation connects you with the projects, programs and organizations
that matter to you. As your partner in philanthropy, we work with you to customize
a giving program that suits your specific situation and objectives, taking into account
the level of involvement you want.

phi lan thro pist

As a Community Foundation donor, you receive:

noun \fe’lan(t)-threpist\

“one who makes
an active effort to
promote human
welfare”
-Merriam-Webster Dictionary

PERSONALIZED SERVICE
Your fund is dedicated to meet your charitable giving and direction. You can enjoy
peace of mind knowing that your gift is being stewarded by caring professionals.
EXPERT GRANT-MAKING
We know northwestern Alberta. We have a finger on the pulse of its communities,
and understand its most pressing community needs. All projects and programs we
fund are carefully screened by expert advisory committee members and backed by
community oversight.
DONOR CONNECTIONS
At the Community Foundation, in everything we do, our goal is to help you get the
most out of what you give.
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CREATING A LEGACY
When you become a donor of the Community Foundation, you have the flexibility to
shape your own charitable giving to reflect your personal goals and desires. Whether
you want to address an urgent need in the community, support the memory of a
loved one, or help out a charity with a project, we have a giving option to help you
make an impact and improve the lives of others in the region.
We offer a variety of ways to give. You can structure your fund as you wish, and be
as involved in the granting process as you want.
We help you build a legacy fund through your giving. Because the principle of the
fund is never spent, legacy funds will serve your charitable interests now and for
generations to come. A legacy fund lasts forever. It is a permanent testament to
your compassion and a lasting resource for our community.
It’s easy to establish your own legacy fund at the Community Foundation. Funds can
usually be set up within a short period of time. We work closely with you, your family
and your financial advisor if you choose, to complete the following simple steps:
1.

Consider the best giving options for your specific objectives

2.

Consider which charities and causes to support

3.

Choose what assets to contribute and timing

4.

Determine the amount of your gift

5.

Name the fund

6.

Sign the fund agreement

For more information on how you can
make a difference in your community,
contact:
Contact Us:
Tracey Vavrek, Chief Executive Officer
2nd Floor, Centre 2000, 200, 11330 106
Street, Grande Prairie, AB T8X 7X9
Phone: (780) 538-2820
info@buildingtomorrowtoday.com www.
buildingtomorrowtoday.com
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BRINGING
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TOGETHER
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