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LEADING CHANGE & MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR REGION
Dear Friends,
The Community Foundation of
Northwestern Alberta respectfully
acknowledges that we are situated on
Treaty 8 territory, traditional lands of First
Nations and Métis people.
Welcome to our 2017 Annual Report.
You’ll find stories on everything from
community leadership and grants to our
inspirational donors who are bringing
their philanthropic dreams into reality by
working with the Community Foundation
of Northwest Alberta.
Over the past year, our region has
experienced positive economic shifts.
Progress is important and we are grateful
for the shift. With this progress, we
continue to see increased demands
placed on our local agencies.
In 2017, your Community Foundation
granted over $168,010 to charitable
organizations who are working to achieve
a vibrant and healthy place for all, and
invested in 27 students in support of
their post-secondary education. We
are grateful to be able to make positive
changes.
In our daily lives, we each have a role in
our region. Your Community Foundation
has a vision to make our community
stronger. It takes all levels of government,

businesses, service groups and individuals
to build success within a community and
we appreciate the numerous partnerships
dedicated to strengthen our region.
Open Door Cafe brings together
community organizations to inspire
partnership, collaboration and growth.
In partnership with the United Way
Alberta Northwest, and Community
Social Development (CSD) at the City
of Grande Prairie, ten development
working lunches were held in 2017 with
the intent to strengthen our community
through connection and professional
development.
The theme of the 2017 Northwestern
Alberta Vital Signs was “Belonging.”
We explored how a greater sense
of belonging has an extraordinary
capacity to transform our lives and our
communities. We see success when
people feel like they are part of something
– they take ownership, responsibility and
they contribute time, skill and donations.
Belonging is at the heart of building
stronger communities and a more
cohesive, inclusive community.
Our two year partnership with the
Community Fund for Canada’s 150th
involved many citizens from Northwestern
Alberta, enhanced community pride,
brought people together, and built a
greater sense of belonging.
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As the charity for charities, everything we
do is directed to connect, strengthen and
build a vibrant community for all.

2017’s growth highlights:
Asset base of $7,645,381.00
11 new funds established
7.2% five year average compound
return for the endowment portfolio
It is an honour and a privilege to support
the charities working on innovative
solutions to our region’s issues. We are
grateful for the continued generosity
of friends and supporters who care
deeply about our community and the
opportunity to serve the charitable sector.
We are proud to work alongside all of you
who strive to make northwestern Alberta
a place where everyone belongs.
Warmest Wishes,

Devon Wardley
Board Chair

Tracey Vavrek

Chief Executive Officer
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BECAUSE COMMUNITY MATTERS
Northwestern Alberta’s Vital
Signs 2017
What is belonging? We define belonging
simply as being a collective we.
Vital Signs in an initiative led by individual
Community Foundations across Canada
and coordinated nationally by Community
Foundations of Canada. Part of the
role of a Community Foundation is to
demonstrate leadership within the region
by researching and reporting on the
communities in which we live.
Northwestern Alberta Vital Signs is a
community check-up that measures our
region’s health and vitality, identifies
significant trends, and provides in-depth,
up-to-date information about the people
in our communities and the environments
in which we live, work and go to school.
Vital Signs helps the entire community
stay informed so together we can best
address the needs of today and prepare
for the needs of tomorrow.
A greater sense of belonging has the
extraordinary capacity to transform our
lives and our communities. It translates
into safer, more resilient and inclusive
communities; it’s integral to our mental
health and overall well-being; it creates a
flourishing culture; it enhances our ability
to cultivate relationships; and it inspires
greater community participation.
Northwestern Alberta’s Vital Signs 2017
provides an overview of quality of life in
the City of Grande Prairie, the County of
Grande Prairie, the MD of Greenview and
local communities. The report serves as a
tool to guide citizens to understand our
greatest successes and most pressing
issues in order to effectively mobilize
change and action. In-depth data
collection and a citizen perception survey
help us dive deep into our communities
and priorities.

Nourish the North September
28, 2017
Each year the Community Foundation of
Northwestern Alberta extends an open
invitation to the community to join us in
supporting the work that we do. Nourish
the North Wine & Auction is an evening of
food, fellowship and philanthropy where
community members come together to
learn and be inspired.
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The event features a seated dinner,
live and silent auctions, and a keynote
speaker who highlights the importance of
philanthropy and the power of engaging
community. This year’s keynote was Frank
O’Dea, a Canadian entrepreneur with a
truly inspiring story of hope, resilience and
the power of giving which he also inspired
many local youth in the afternoon.
The support of our community is crucial
to the success of this event and our
continued impact as an organization.
Thank you to our partners, community
members and volunteers who support us
in making the evening a success.

Random Act of Kindness Day
November 3, 2017
We live in an amazing region full of
opportunities. Many of us are busy
and not able to take the time to fully
appreciate just how lucky we are. Our goal
is to encourage people to slow down just
a little and recognize when someone does
something nice for them. Hopefully they
will repay that thoughtfulness by doing
something for someone else.
This year RAK Day focused on community
engagement, welcoming and
inclusiveness in response to the 2017
Northwestern Alberta’s Vital Signs Report.
The report showed that most individuals
in our region feel “somewhat” connected
to community while, 20.5% of individuals
in the City of Grande Prairie, 17.4% in
the County of Grande Prairie and 12.6%

in the MD of Greenview feel “hardly” or
“not-at-all” connected.
Northwestern Alberta has a
long-cherished reputation for community
building and generosity. Our annual
Random Act of Kindness Day® is an
opportunity to encourage others to do
something kind for someone else, to
appreciate our fellow citizens and for
community building. It is NOT about
fundraising or giving money. It is just
a day to celebrate kindness. Kindness
is contagious. It is truly a win/win/win
situation. The person you are being kind
to benefits through your help. You feel
good for having helped someone. And
the world is a better place through your
kindness.
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YOUR COMMUNITY MAKES YOU AND YOU MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY
Sexsmith Museum
Shared spaces and places like museums
bring people together. 77% of Canadians
agree that arts and heritage experiences
help them feel connected and part of their
community.
The Sexsmith Museum helps create a
streetscape and façade that reflects the
prosperity, viability, and history of Sexsmith
Antique lighting, town clock and historical
plaques take us back to bygone years.
The Anglican Church was recently donated
to the museum and with the support of a
grant from the Community Foundation,
the Society has been able to help repair the
church so that everyone in the community,
region and world that comes to tour can do
so safely.

Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative
Care Society
End-of-life care for community members
with a terminal illness and to provide
support for their families is the focus
of the Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative
Care Society. They provide a voice for the
community, an ear to public need and a
hand in action. Hospice palliative care
is specialized client-centered, end-of-life
care which aims to relieve suffering and
improve the quality of living and dying.

opportunity to experience organized
activities.
This program was created with the intention
to connect youth with the state of the
art facilities that we have available in our
region, to promote healthy activity, and to
encourage belonging. The program allows
kids, ages 9-13, to visit the Eastlink Centre to
experience a variety of organized activities
that they normally would not have had the
chance to experience.
Spring 2017, 80 kids discovered new
activities, socialized with peers, and gained
confidence through the program, which
was hosted at the Eastlink Centre over 5
days through Easter Break. The feedback
from the participants and parents has been
phenomenal with many families requesting
to come back again next year.

Yussra Ajaleh - Business
Administration, Grande Prairie
Regional College
Tessa Hergott – Open Studies,
Grande Prairie Regional College

Your Community Foundation is proud to
help support the education of health care
professionals and volunteers who deliver
end-of-life care.
Through a partnership with Alberta
Health Services, 75 community members
became Palliative Care Volunteers. These
trained volunteers make a huge difference
for people approaching end of their life by
providing moral support and comfort for
family members during a difficult time.

Experience Fun Experience
Fitness
Research shows that sports and recreation
activities play a significant role in
strengthening communities and fostering
a sense of belonging. Canadians also place
a significant value on the role of sports in
the lives of youth with 85% of Canadians
agreeing that sports participation builds
stronger communities and 89% saying
that it is important that youth have the

year. Considering the brevity of a legal
education, any impact on one year of it
is something that I will appreciate and
cherish for the rest of my life. The impact
that this support has had on my life has
also been concrete, and immediate.”
Recipient of the Lorne Lind Memorial
Fund, Hayley Gardner Memorial Fund and
the Grande Prairie & District Chamber of
Commerce Legacy Fund.

“This funding has helped me in a
tremendous way. Every month I
strategically plan out a financial budget
in order to make wise decisions. I am
able to have some flexibility with
money and relieve some accumulated
financial burden from this year. Every
bit of aid helps not only now, but aids
my future debt. I sincerely thank you for
the funding.” Recipient of Sheehan Flint
Family Fund.

“The funding granted to me by the
Community Foundation of Northwestern
Alberta has given me an ease of mind
during what has been the most crucial
part of my academic career to date.
The award allows me to focus on my
studies instead of the financial distractors
often associated with post-secondary
education. The Community Foundation
has gifted me the opportunity to pursue
a career in medicine by lessening the
burden of tuition and fees for my first
year of studies.” Recipient of the Woronuk
Legacy Fund and Nourish the North
Student Awards - Philanthropy Package.

Simon Bossen – Law, University
of Saskatchewan
“The funding that I have received from the
Community Foundation of Northwestern
Alberta Student Award Program will
have an immeasurable impact on my
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Diane & Fletcher Bootle
Family Fund

this quote encompasses why the Bootle
family has and continues to support their
community so faithfully. After gaining so
much from the community that they have
called home for more than 26 years, the
Bootle family is happy to be able to give
back.
The Bootle family has established the
Diane and Fletcher Bootle Family Fund,
a Community Impact Fund, as a way
to continue their legacy of supporting
community needs as they arise, forever.
Together we are making a difference in
our communities.

Frank & Agnes Lovsin Legacy
Fund: A Lifetime of Giving Back
Anyone who knows Diane and Fletcher
Bootle would not be surprised to hear
that their family is continuing their legacy
through the Community Foundation of
Northwestern Alberta. In fact, those who
know the couple would associate them
with everything that the Foundation
represents: leadership and support that
builds healthy and resilient communities.
Since moving to Grande Prairie in 1991,
the Bootle family has built an amazing
legacy of service in the community.
Throughout the years Diane and Fletcher
have supported organizations including
Rotary Club of Grande Prairie, United Way,
PARDS, Grande Prairie & District Chamber
of Commerce, Grande Prairie Regional
College, and Sunrise House, to name
a few. The amazing thing about their
efforts is that their support isn’t simply
through donation; Diane and Fletcher
lead by example through their hands-on
approach to serving the community.
When asked what inspired their
commitment to service Diane explains
“When you move into a community you
have to make it your own.”
In 1996 Diane was one of the founding
members of the Community Foundation
with a vision to build a greater
community. Fletcher also has a long
history of support for Community
Foundations. His father, John Bootle,
was a founding member of the Central
Okanagan Foundation in 1977.
When you ask them about the all the
time, support, and love that they have
given to the community throughout the
years, Fletcher is quick to say “You have
to pay a little rent for the land you stand
on.” As one of Fletcher’s favorite sayings,
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gave them so much by establishing
the Frank and Agnes Lovsin Legacy
Fund. This donor-advised endowment
fund established with a generous
initial gift of publicly traded shares
valued at $1,028,591, will be dedicated
to supporting community building
projects and programs taking place in
communities in the North Peace Area.
Frank and Agnes are genuinely excited
at this opportunity to give back in such
a significant way saying, “This fund will
contribute to important projects and will
help to realize a vision in the community
that we call home.”
As individuals, they both have a powerful
sense of duty to family, community, and
the world around them. Simply put, Frank
and Agnes are the kind of caring people
who leave a community better than the
way it was before them.

Pirates Fastball Club Creates
Legacy Fund

For Frank and Agnes Lovsin giving back is
just what you do.
Both children of immigrants who moved
from Europe to work in Alberta as farm
laborers, both Frank and his wife, Agnes
live by the same guiding principles. Hard
work and helping others is something
the Lovsins experienced and learned
throughout their formative years. Frank
fondly remembers his mother giving hot
meals, and a place to sleep to those who
needed it. She never turned anyone away.
As one of the founders, past CEO, and
current Chair of the Board at Freson Bros.
Markets Ltd, Frank emphasizes that it’s not
about the money you make or the things
you have and points out that, “Nobody
takes their money with them when they
go.” The Lovsins believe that people have
a duty to give back and do their part to
better the communities where in which
they live, and they’re just doing their part.

At the age of 6, Shayne Milligan began
playing Fastball in the then small
community of Sexsmith. His parents,
Dennis and Marcia, were avid ball fans and
understood the importance of sport as a
unifying force in people’s lives. Throughout
his life Shayne saw the good that was
being done for local organizations and
the community as a result of his father’s
volunteerism and involvement with
the Sexsmith community, plus helping
to establish the Sexsmith & District
Community Foundation.
Shayne continues to play fastball with
the Pirates, building lifelong friendships
with people like Doug Yates and his fellow
players. When the Pirates Fastball Club
began seeing a decline in participation in
the sport, Shayne, Doug, and a group of 14
other community-minded athletes decided
to act upon their common vision. They
wanted to do their part to keep community
spirit alive and well, and to give back to
the community that means so much to
them by establishing a legacy fund in the
name of the Pirates. The Pirates Fastball
Club Legacy endowment fund will provide
annual grants with a goal of positively
impacting community needs as they arise.

Frank and Agnes spent 54 years of their
lives in Peace River and will always
call it home. The couple has decided
to give back to the communities that
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2017

INVESTING IN YOUR COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT
2017 Impact grants

$168,010
Every year, in partnership with our donors and
fundholders, we grant to numerous innovative
charitable projects, large and small. Since
inception in 1996, over $4.627 million has been
invested into all sectors of the region. Please note
that many projects fit into more than one category
which is not reflected in this chart.

2017 Charitable
Organizations and Causes
making a difference in the
communities we call home
Arts & Culture
Centre for Creative Arts Society of
Grande Prairie - Healing Arts Program
Initiative: $5,000
The Healing Arts Program Initiative is designed
to enrich the lives of local community members
that face a variety of barriers. Through art
instruction, discussion, studio time and exhibition
opportunity, H.A.P.I. allows individuals and groups
a chance to express themselves, build self esteem,
find hidden talents and experience a sense of
positive accomplishment.

HIV North Society - Art Programming
for Youth: $2,000
The LGBTQ Youth Mentor program is vital to the
young people in our community. Additional
barriers exist for LGBTQ youth which can include
feelings of isolation leading to unhealthy
behaviours, thoughts, and relationships. Building
leadership skills leads to greater resiliency
amongst LGBTQ youth thus helping to build
a more inclusive, vibrant community and by
engaging in arts activities, youth are encouraged
to use creative expression as an outlet.

Sexsmith And District Museum Society Historical Church repairs: $1,300
In August of 2017 the Woking Church was moved
into Sexsmith to be repaired and preserved as a
historical building.

Children & Youth

City of Grande Prairie* - Canada 150
Commemorative Photo Mosaic: $8,000
This art installation was a partnership between the
City of Grande Prairie, the Art Gallery of Grande
Prairie, Grande Prairie Aboriginal Circle of Services
and the Community Foundation of Northwestern
Alberta that commemorates Canada’s 150th in our
community and brings elements of inclusivity and
reconciliation to public art.

Cool Aid Society of Grande Prairie - Arts
programming: $3,800
Two drop-in centres offer friendship, guidance
and support to youth in grades 1 to 12 in Grande
Prairie. Connecting local youth with a variety of
programming, including arts, builds stronger
communities.

Elder’s Caring Shelter Society of
Grande Prairie - Youth and Elder Retreat:
$3,000

Big Brothers Big Sisters Association
of Grande Prairie & Area - In-School
Mentoring Program: $2,000

The Youth and Elder retreat connects Indigenous
elders with youth in the community, facilitating a
connection between the generations and sharing
the heart of their community with each other
through arts and culture.

The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Grande Prairie
& Area In-School Mentoring program is a
school-based mentoring program that engages
adults or high school students as Mentors and
matches them with elementary school children.
The program builds positive, responsible, and
dependable relationships to promote social,
academic and emotional development for local
children and their Mentors.

Fairview Aircraft Restoration
Society* - Historical Wings Over
Canada 150: $4,000
Historic Wings Over Canada 150 brought Canadian
history to life by restoring a Canadian-built WWII
Patrol Bomber, the Canso PBY-5A, and educating
the community about Canada’s aviation history
and their contribution to WWII.

Grande Prairie Live Theatre Society Live Theatre Programming and support
for youth to attend GPLT led summer
camps: $6,680
The Grande Prairie Live Theatre features local
talent and works to provide citizens with the
opportunity to enjoy and participate in arts and
culture.
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2017

Camp Tamarack Association - Summer
Youth Camps: $5,100
Camp Tamarack works to make their summer
camps inclusive and accessible by offering a
subsidy to deserving children and youth who
would not otherwise not have the chance to
attend camp.

City of Grande Prairie - Experience Fun
Experience Fitness: $4,490
Experience Fun Experience Fitness provides
deserving, local youth from throughout our
region the opportunity to participate in sports &
recreation activities that are new and engaging.
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Grande Prairie & Area Safe Communities
Committee - Home Alone Program:
$1,500
Safe Communities aims to promote public safety
and reduce the incidence of injury in Grande
Prairie and area. The Home Alone Program
is offered to help young people who will be
home alone for short periods of time, learn safe
behaviours around the internet and phone
safety, dealing with strangers, while keeping
busy and safe.

Grande Prairie Public Library - Public
Library Programming: $400
The Grande Prairie Public Library is truly a
community hub. Public programming connects
children and youth to educational resources and
improves literacy.

Grande Prairie Regional College
Foundation - Emergency Bursary
Program: $600

Peace Wapiti School Division
No. 76 - Media Design- Audio/Visual
Collaboration: $9,000
The program will offer students in the Peace Wapiti
School division the chance to partner with local
businesses to experience the audio/visual and
media industry, gain hands-on experience and
develop marketable skills in school.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award
developed leadership and volunteerism in youth.
This grant enabled a local youth to move closer to
obtaining the award by allowing her to attend a 3day Outdoor Council of Canada course dedicated
to outdoor leadership skills.

Grande Prairie Public School District No.
2357 - Isabel Campbell Public School
Playground creation: $2,437
Isabel Campbell Public School is a new school
in the city of Grande Prairie. The grant will go
towards the building of a new playground that
is safe, accessible and promotes activity among
children.

Town Of Beaverlodge - FCSS - After
School Youth Program: $2,580
The Town of Beaverlodge is working on a pilot
project for an after school program that will
provide local youth with access to programs and
activities that build a sense of community.

Education

Slave Lake Regional Library Board Public Library Programming: $700
Public libraries are the hub of a community. The
Slave Lake Regional Library offers programming
supporting the community, education and youth
literacy.

Students on Ice Foundation* - Students
on Ice: Arctic Expedition: $15,000
Local Composite High School teacher, Lee
Brentnell, had the once in a lifetime opportunity to
journey to the high arctic along with a global team
of students, scientists, elders, artists and visionary
leaders. Lee brings his experience and wisdom
back to better our community through sharing.

Environment
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
Northern Alberta - Connecting Northern
Alberta’s Communities with Their
Headwaters: $2,310
CPAWS Northern Alberta travels throughout the
region to educate communities on the importance
of our headwaters and to connect them to our
natural environment.

Grade Three Reading Academy Society Grade 3 Reading University: $1,295

Health

Reading University is a three-week summer
program intended to increase the literacy skills of
children who are struggling at their reading level.

Grande Prairie Public School
District No. 2357 Education Foundation School Snack Program: $2,500
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Suicide Prevention Resource Centre Breakfast Club: $2,035
The Breakfast Club is a co-ed program for youth,
9 to 17 years old, that helps participants deal
with mental health issues, gives them tools and
strategies to cope and the opportunity to interact
with peers.

Town of Spirit River - Winter
Glow Walk: $500
The 2nd Annual Winter Glow Walk brings
community members of all ages together for a fun
event that promotes the benefit of winter walking.

Seniors

Emergency student funding is available to assist
students in times of crisis when needed or for
books and/or tuition fees.

Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award: $300

The Grande Prairie Public School District Snack
programs offers healthy snacks for students who
may arrive at school without something healthy
to eat. Healthy meals are vital to a child’s ability to
learn and thrive in school.

Grande Prairie & Area Council on Aging Senior Outreach Programming: $2,000
Seniors Outreach is a “One Stop Shop” for supports
for seniors. Offering assistance with a wide range
of issues from pensions to home care, snow
removal and Meals on Wheels, Seniors Outreach
keeps our region’s elderly happy and healthy.

Grande Prairie & District Golden
Age Centre - Golden Age Centre
Programming: $2,950
Incorporated in 1975, the Golden Age Centre
is Grande Prairie’s seniors’ recreational centre.
Offering a wide variety of programs and activities
aimed at folks over 55 years of age, offerings
include dances, crafts, cribbage and indoor
curling. The Golden Age Centre is a hub for local
seniors to gather, connect and build friendships.

MD of Spirit River - Community
Kitchen: $1,400
The Community Kitchen in Spirit River is a
community driven project involving team work
and community building to help support those in
need. Community members ages 65-95 gather to
work together to create healthy meals to distribute
to those in need in the Spirit River Area. The
Program also connects our younger generation
with seniors to learn home cooked traditional
meals, creating a community hub that connects
generations.

Social Services
Beaverlodge Christmas Hamper & Food
Bank - Food Bank: $1,000
Supporting families in times of need and
especially around the holidays helps to create
healthy communities.

Catholic Family Services Society of
Grande Prairie - Professional Counselling
Career Development: $2,000
The program provides affordable professional
counselling services to individuals who are in
need of supports and unable to afford them. The
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program empowers individuals and families to
have the capacity to deal with times of crisis.

Grande Prairie Friendship Centre
- One Window Resource & Soup
Kitchen: $2,780
The Grande Prairie Friendship Centre’s One
Window Resource is a drop-in based program
that provides resources to address the needs of
individuals that are considered at risk or in need.

Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative Care
Society - VounteerGo and Support
Services: $3,200
The Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative Care Society
provides end-of-life care for patients with terminal
illnesses and provides support and care for their
families. The society works to relieve suffering and
improve the quality of living and dying. Care is
offered for patients and their loved ones to help
meet each individual’s medical, psychological,
social, spiritual, and practical needs.

Grande Prairie Women’s Residence
Association - Kitchen Supplies & Art
Programming for Youth: $5,390
Odyssey House provides safe, secure, and
supportive accommodation for women and their
children who are victims of domestic violence,
are in crisis, or in need of a housing alternative.
Providing arts programming helps to ensure that
the women and their families will remain happy
and healthy.

John Howard Society of Grande Prairie The EUREKA Program: $5,800
The program is a two-day alternatives to
violence workshop aimed at grade 7 students.
The workshop focuses on character building,
community building, and conflict resolution.

Society for Support to Pregnant
and Parenting Teens - Pregnant and
Parenting teens Programming: $5,500
Providing adolescent parents and their children
programs with a wide range of services with the
intent to empower pregnant and parenting teens
to make positive decisions.

Town of Sexsmith, FCSS - Food
Bank: $930
Our region has seen a rise in foodbank usage
over the past year. This grant brings a much
needed resources and support in the face of food
insecurity to the residents of Sexsmith and Area.

YMCA of Northern Alberta - After-School
Learning Adventures: $5,300

The Pursuit of Excellence Awards empowers
young, local athletes to further themselves in their
training and development.

City of Grande Prairie - Eastlink Centre
Triathlon: $400
Eastlink Centre’s inaugural Triathlon incorporated
‘Kids of Steel Races’ for kids ages five to fifteen.
Support from the Community Foundation made
the event more accessible for local youth to
participate and enjoy a healthy, active day.

Grande Prairie Public School District No.
2357 - Grande Prairie Composite High
School Football Program: $450
Encouraging youth athletes, the Grande Prairie
Composite High School football program provides
young people the chance to pursue their athletic
goals and dreams.

Pirates Fastball Club Legacy
Fund: $1,470
The Pirates Fastball Club understands the power
of sports as a force for good in community. This
contribution helps to ensure that the legacy
fund will give back to meet the needs of our
communities.

Spirit River Regional Academy - Fitness
Facility for Local Youth: $725
Access to fitness facilities is important to local
youth and the Spirit River Regional Academy.

Community Fund for
Canada’s 150th
The Community Fund for Canada’s 150th
is bringing people together and building a
greater sense of belonging through hundreds
of local projects connected to the country’s
sesquicentennial.
More than 2,100 projects across the country have
been approved through the Community Fund
for Canada’s 150th, a collaborative initiative that
launched in 2016 year between the Government
of Canada, Community Foundations, and local
leaders.
Thorough this partnership, your Community
Foundation funded 7 projects in celebration of
Canada’s 150th in 2016 – 2017.
*We are proud to partner with the Community
Fund for Canada’s 150th in support of these
projects.

After School Learning Adventure provides a fun
and comfortable social environment for youth to
complete their school work, which encourages
peer tutoring and promotes the importance of
literacy and skill building through educational
activities.

Sport and Recreation
City of Grande Prairie - Pursuit of
Excellence Awards: $4,000
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2017
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WHY...CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH COMMUNITY
Endowment Assets by
Type of Funds

$7,090,055
The Community Foundation helps donors create
endowment funds, a lasting legacy of support
for all sectors of our region. We are thankful for
the commitment to create a legacy that will build
community for good, and forever.

Charitable Organization Funds

Alberta Legal Heritage Fund
Golden Age Centre Fund
Grande Prairie and Area Safe Communities Fund
Grande Prairie Live Theatre Fund
Grande Prairie Public Library Fund
kidSport Grande Prairie Fund
Slave Lake Municipal Library Fund

Community Foundation Operating
Endowment Fund
Firewalk Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar Grande
Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar PARDS Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar Pregnant
Teen Program Fund
Hannah Ouellette Memorial Supporting Suicide
Prevention Resource Centre Fund
Henderson Family Fund
Professional Advisors Endowment Fund

Community Impact Funds

Donor Advised Funds

Funds are pooled to address the
emerging and pressing needs for the
community both now and in the future

Funds enable donors to be actively
involved in recommending grant
recipients on an annual basis

Ainsworth Community Fund
Atkin/Curtis Family Fund
Beal Family Fund
BMO Bank of Montreal Fund
BP Canada Energy Company Fund
Brick Shopik Family Fund
Canadian Tire Grande Prairie Community Fund
Cardon Homes Fund
Chrenek & Dion Investment Advisors Fund
Chris and Amy Richards Community Fund
Christine and Wayne Ayling Family Fund
Clyde and Mary Blackburn Family Fund
Community Impact Fund
Darrell and Joan Radbourne Family Fund
Diane and Fletcher Bootle Family Fund
Drs. David and Karen Chung Fund
Fletcher Mudryk & Co. LLP CA’s Fund
Fred Rinne Memorial Fund
Gilbert and Kiela Girard Family Fund
Grande Prairie River Rats Association Fund
Haberman Family Fund
Jody Evans Community Fund
Ken and Cyndy Halbert Family Fund
Kevin and Karen Willsey Family Fund
Kevin and Wendy Szakacs Family Fund
McLevin Family Fund
Menzies Family Fund
Merv and Dawn Marie Crouse Family Fund
Ness Family Fund
Northey/Wiebe Family Fund
Pat and John Reid Family Fund
Peace Power Corporation Community Fund
Pete and Lori Merlo Family Fund
Pirates Fastball Club Legacy Fund
RBC Peace Country Staff Fund
Ric’s Grill Grande Prairie Community Fund
Rotary Club of Grande Prairie Memorial Fund
Sheehan Flint Family Fund
Vincent and Tracey Vavrek Family Fund
Wayne Drysdale Campaign Legacy Fund

Alex Brooks Memorial Fund
Anodyne Community Enrichment Fund
Aquatera Environment Fund
Calvin and Evelyne Dobish Fund
Campbell Family Foundation
David and Susan Ainsworth Fund
Ed Boyce Memorial Fund
Frank and Agnes Lovsin Legacy Fund
Grande Prairie Auto Group
Legacy Foundation Fund
Hope Today Tomorrow: The Side/Munro Family Fund
Jeff Toews Memorial Foundation Fund
Kirk Nelson Memorial Fund
KMSC Law LLP Fund
Morris Financial Group Fund
northernSPIRIT Fund
Opdahl Michaud Family Fund
Peace Country Land Ltd. Fund
Pearcy Family Fund
Prairie Villa Legacy Fund
Q-99 Brian Nash Memorial Fund
Simpson/Phillips Family Fund
Stanford Hotels & Resorts Community Fund
Woronuk Legacy Fund

Funds are established by charitable
organizations to provide a sustainable
source of long term funding

Designated Funds
Funds provide support to specific
charities, forever
Come Fly With Me Legacy Fund
Community Foundation 20/20 Vision for
the Community Fund
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Field of Interest Funds
Funds are dedicated to a general
charitable area of interest as identified
by the donor
Animal Welfare

Loretta Thompson Memorial Fund
Smart & Caring Animal Welfare Fund

Children and Youth

Beattie Family Fund
Bryden Sparks Arts Family Fund
Logan Family Fund
Smart & Caring Youth Fund
Young At Art Fund by T. Sedore Photography Fund

Education

Peace Wapiti Education Foundation Fund
Sandy and Luana McDonald Family Fund

Environment

Fund for Environmental Purposes
Marcotte Family Fund
Nurcombe Family Environmental Fund
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2017

Smart & Caring Environment Fund
Stan and Helen Neufeld Environmental Fund

Health

Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse and Bar
Supporting Youth With Cancer Fund
Palliative Care Fund

Housing

Evaskevich Family Fund
Grande Prairie & Area Association of Realtors Fund

Recreation

Anonymous Donor Fund
Mike Vavrek Memorial Fund
Underwood Fund

Chomik Family Trumpeter Hotel Fund
Devonne Norman Legacy Fund
Dr. Claudia T. Strehlke Medical Award Fund
Gib Popkey Legacy Fund
Grande Prairie and District Chamber of Commerce
Legacy Fund
GS Minhas Family Education Fund
Hayley Gardner Memorial Fund
Horse Lake Education Fund
Jean Duplessis Family Legacy Fund
Joseph F. Reder/Hansen Fund
Lorne Lind Memorial Fund
Mohinder Singh Memorial Fund
North Kleskun Community Club Fund
North Kleskun Student Scholarship

Thank you to all
our fund holders and donors for
investing in your communities
Social Services

Accredited Supportive Living Services Limited (ASLS) Staff Gives Fund
Happy Trails R.V. Fund
Smart and Caring Emergency Fund
Spirit of the Peace Entrepreneurial Women’s Fund
Terry and Darrel Dola Fund

Seniors

Dodd Harms Happy Healthy Seniors Fund
Smart & Caring Seniors Fund

Regional Community Funds
Regional Community funds are a
partnership with a community and the
Community Foundation where a group
of passionate people who either live
in the area or who have meaningful
connections, wish to build legacy
funds in support of a geographical
area. These dedicated individuals
ensure that their fund supports their
communities’ current priorities along
with its emerging needs and future
opportunities
North Peace Community Foundation Fund
Sexsmith & District Community Foundation Fund
Sexsmith Elks Community Fund
Sexsmith Insurance Limited Fund
Sexsmith Legion #60 Community Fund
West County Community Fund

Student Award Funds

Paul Pivert Memorial Student Award Fund
Q-99 Student Awards Fund
Ronald W. Clarke Fund
Ryan R. Blais Legacy Fund
Storm Stay in School Junior A Hockey Scholarship
Fund
Swan City Breakfast Lions Club Fund
Swan City Rotary Club Community Service Above
Self Fund
Travis Pierlot Family Education Fund
Vision for the Future Fund
Wolves Minor Basketball Fund

Future Gifts
Life insurance is a popular, practical
way to make a future gift. Thank you
to the following who have named the
Community Foundation the designated
beneficiary of a life insurance policy
Anonymous Community Donor
Brent and Cindy Oilund
Don Meador Fund
Dwight Logan
Glenn and Judith Keddie
Gordon Pearcy
Grant and Jamie Menzies
Hideo and Marian Fukushima
Jason Lainchbury
Jodi Winnicky and Owen Lewis
Pete and Lori Merlo
Ryan Blais
Terry Tissington
Vincent and Tracey Vavrek

Funds are used to assist local students
achieve their post-secondary goals
2000 Alberta Summer Games Legacy Fund
2016 Rotary Curling Legacy Fund
Andrea Vavrek Memorial Fund
Beaverlodge Community Band Fund
Brent Sears Memorial Fund
Carmen and Gail Haakstad Family Fund
Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s Annual Report 2017
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BUILDING YOUR LEGACY
There are many ways to leave a legacy.
What if you could make a difference in
your community — not only today, not
just for your lifetime, but forever? The
Community Foundation helps donors
create that kind of vibrant, ongoing
support.
We do this by establishing endowment
funds, which create a permanent legacy

felt over generations. The principle
is never spent, but rather each year, a
percentage of the endowment fund is
granted to the causes and organizations
that mean the most to you.
We offer a range of giving options to help
you give confidently and efficiently. You
can start your own fund dedicated to a
cause of your choice or you may choose

to give where the needs are greatest. You
can give now, or give later through your
estate plan.
There are many ways you can make a
difference to the causes you cherish.
Imagine how this might look, and share
your vision with us. As long as there is a
Canadian registered charity that is doing
the work you support, we can help.

Leaving a gift in your will is more than a

transfer of assets.It’s an enduring reflection
of the values by which you have lived

In Honour Donations

Memorial Donations

Donations are made to the Community
Foundation to recognize achievements,
mark milestones and to keep memories
alive.

Adrienne Sorgaard
Amaya Benavides
Arthur Gronvall
Benny Karpisek
Birger Garberg
Brett Martell
Cassandra Reed
Chance Sandberg
Cherie Hamm
Cheryl Housman
Cheryl King
Cornelia Fritsma
Donald Seekins
Donald Lindsay
Edna Holte
Erna Voss
Ervin Tunke
Gary Conrad
George Fitchett
Glenn Speedtsberg
Gordon Henderson
Harlee Weiss

Grande Prairie Regional College
John and Mary Vavrek
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Helen McDonald
Herman Penner
Jack Durrant
John Carlson
John Crerar
Joseph Supple
Joseph Jean Bapiste Chagnon
Kaelyn McCarty
Kenneth Alan Leaf
Krystle Alexopoulos
Leighton Wiebe
Lillian Tunke
Mable Jantz
Marjorie McAusland
Mary Patterson
Maureen Biegel
Mervyn Reynolds
Norman Hanson
Olive Bezboridka
Rae Wafler
Ray D’aoust
Robert Campbell

Roberto Ficocelli
Rodney Peters
Ron Albinati
Rose Romeo
Scott MacDougall
Shane Head
Sharon Norton
Shirley Fredrickson
Stanley Zatelny
Stanley Moe
Stanley Chop
Susan Qayutinnuaq
Therese Morris
Timothy Hennig
Tina Nowlin
Tom Brewer
Trevor Blais
Tyler Tiedemann
Victor Nasedkin
Vivian Farnsworth
William Scott
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR END DECEMBER 31, 2017
Summary of Audit Opinion
As is common with many non-profit
organizations, the Foundation derives
some revenue from cash donations,
the completeness of which is not
determinable through audit verification.
Accordingly, our verification of these
revenues was limited to the amounts
recorded by the Foundation. We were
not able to determine whether any
adjustments may have been necessary

to contributions, excess of revenues over
expenses, current assets, and net assets.

accounting standards for not-for-profit
organizations.

Except as noted in the above paragraph,
in our opinion, these financial statements
present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Foundation as
December 31, 2017 and the results of its
operations and its cash flows for the year
then ended in accordance with Canadian

Catalyst LLP - Chartered Professional
Accountants

Summary of Financial information
Total Assets
Total Liabilities
Fund balances

2017
7,675,646
30,265
$7,645,381

2016
7,305,323
40,037
$7,265,286

2017

Operating Fund

Flow Through Fund

Endowment Fund

Opening balance
Revenue
Expenses
Transfer between funds
Gain / (Loss)
Grants

355,512
427,730
(426,611)
2,625
5,506
(9,250)

1,204,492
61,653
(10,448)
(908,506)
8,270
(155,647)

5,705,282
407,869
(126,315)
905,881
311,963
(114,625)

Closing balance
Balance consists of:
Restricted funds (Note 1)
Unrestricted funds

$355,512

$199,814

$7,090,055

2016

Operating Fund

Flow Through Fund

Endowment Fund

Opening balance
Revenue
Expenses
Transfer between funds
Gain / (Loss)
Grants

360,084
380,435
(361,357)
(23,650)

1,155,872
64,125
(22,450)
24,048
(17,103)

5,174,133
455,310
(105,218)
267,862
(86,805)

Closing balance
Balance consists of:
Restricted funds (Note 1)
Unrestricted funds

$355,512

$1,204,492

$5,705,282

242,803
112,709

245,428
110,084
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Note 1:
In 2012 the Board of
Directors has internally
restricted funds within
the operating fund as a
contingency for funding
future operational
expenditures as required.
During 2017, $905,881
was transferred from the
Flow Through Fund to the
Endowment fund.
Operating costs include
asset development,
charitable activities,
special projects,
administration and
governance.
The Community
Foundation invests in low
risk fixed income, equities
and cash to protect
the capital, promote
conservative growth and
ensure long term gifting.
Summary of
Management letter:
Our understanding
and testing of internal
controls did not
reveal any significant
deficiencies.
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2018 SMART & CARING LEADERS
Vital Impact

Leadership

Stewardship

Champion
Aquatera Utilities Inc.
KMSC Law LLP
Hi-tech Business Systems
TD Canada Trust

Engage
Chrenek & Dion & Associates
G&M Plumbing & Heating Ltd.
Side Group

Friend

Neil Holdings Inc.
Royal Lepage - Angie Peters & John Krol
Design Works Engineering & Inspections Ltd.
Oliver’s Funeral Home and Crematorium
LSM Service Division Ltd.
Windsor Ford
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ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Governance

Privacy policy

2017/2018 Board Members

One of the most valuable assets of
any Community Foundation is its
Board of Directors. This diverse group
of community leaders brings vision,
commitment and energy to making a
difference in our community.

Your Community Foundation is
committed to protecting the privacy
of the information of its employees,
members, volunteers and other
stakeholders. We value the trust of
those we work with, and of the public,
and recognize that maintaining this
trust requires we be transparent and
accountable in how we treat the
information that donors choose to share
with us.

Thank you for your passion, leadership,
and commitment:

The Board of Directors is the governing
body of the Community Foundation
which is accountable for the operation
of the Foundation, within the
parameters established by law; its overall
responsibility is that of governance. This
includes providing leadership, setting
direction, establishing policies and
ensuring sound management.
The overall management and daily
operations is the responsibility of the
CEO. The CEO is the first person below
the Board. The CEO implements the goals
and plans of the Community Foundation,
follows set policies, develops procedures
and management systems, attends to the
priorities established by the board, and
supervises staff and volunteers.
The Board met 8 times throughout
2017. We continue to focus on the four
following priorities:
Increasing the Foundation’s impact in
the community

During the course of our various projects
and activities, we frequently gather and
use personal information. Anyone from
whom we collect such information should
expect that it will be carefully protected
and that any use of or other dealing with
this information is subject to consent. Our
privacy practices are designed to achieve
this.

Accountability
We are responsive and accountable to our
donors, our grantees and our community.
We operate with policies and practices
that reflect clearly-articulated values,
vision and mission, that inspire trust,
and that stress fairness, flexibility and
inclusiveness.

Devon Wardley, Chair
Steven Hinkley, Vice Chair
Scott Henderson, Treasurer
Amanda Reimer, Past Chair
Danny Noskey
Donna Koch
Gareth Pugh
Helen Neufeld
Jenn Dodd
Kim Gravengard
Michael Hames
Natasha Collins
Sandy McDonald
Steve Harvard

Staff
Tracey Vavrek, Chief Executive Officer
Tracy Zuk, Development Coordinator
Rhonda Reichert, Executive Assistant

Design and Print
Mohammad Haidar

Building an optimal mixture of legacy
funds
Increase the Foundation’s role as a
community leader and knowledge
center
Building organizational capacity at all
levels of the foundation

“We inspire giving.
We are your Community Foundation”
Reach us

Let’s connect

2nd Floor, Centre 2000
200, 11330 106 Street
Grande Prairie, AB, T8X 7X9
Phone: (780) 538-2820
Email: info@buildingtomorrowtoday.com
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Visit our website
www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com

CFNWAB
Community Foundation
of Northwestern Alberta

Registered Charitable:

#896544343RR0001

Charitable receipts will be issued from the
Community Foundation of Northwest Alberta’s
office for donations greater than $20.
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www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com
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